Captain Robert Todd Lincoln
As Portrayed By Gregory Thomas

Robert Lincoln was born in
Springfield, Illinois, on August 1,
1843, to Abraham Lincoln and

than the sons of other people are to their mothers." In January
1865, the First Lady yielded and President Lincoln wrote Ulysses
S. Grant, asking if Robert could be placed on his staff.

Mary Todd Lincoln. Robert

On February 11, 1865, he was commissioned as an assistant

Lincoln was named after his

adjutant with the rank of captain and served in the last weeks of

maternal grandfather.

the American Civil War as part of General Ulysses S. Grant's

He attended Phillips Exeter
Academy to further prepare for
attending college, and he
graduated in 1860. Admitted to

immediate staff, a position which sharply reduced the likelihood
that he would be involved in actual combat. He was present at
Appomattox when Lee surrendered. He resigned his commission
on June 12, 1865, and returned to civilian life.

Harvard College and he

On the night of his father's death, Robert had turned down an

graduated in 1864.

invitation to accompany his parents to Ford's Theatre, citing

After graduating from Harvard, Lincoln enrolled at Harvard Law
School. President Lincoln made reference to his own pleasant, but

fatigue after spending much of his recent time in a covered wagon
at the battlefront.

informal legal training by stating "If you do, you should learn more

Following his father's assassination, in April 1865 Robert moved

than I ever did, but you will never have so good a time." Robert

with his mother and his brother Tad to Chicago, where Robert

Lincoln attended Harvard Law School from September 1864 to

completed his law studies at the Old University of Chicago law

January 1865, and left in order to join

school. He was admitted to the bar on February 25, 1867. On

the Union Army. Much to the

January 1, 1866, Lincoln moved out of the apartment he shared

embarrassment of the president,

with his mother and brother. He rented his own rooms in downtown

Mary Todd Lincoln prevented

Chicago to "begin to live with some degree of comfort" which he

Robert Lincoln from joining the

had not known when living with his family. Lincoln was licensed as

Army until shortly before the

an attorney in Chicago on February 22, 1867. He was certified to

war's conclusion. "We have

practice law four days later on February 26, 1867.

lost one son, and his loss is as
much as I can bear, without
being called upon to make
another sacrifice," President Lincoln

On September 24, 1868, Lincoln married the former Mary Eunice
Harlan (September 25, 1846 – March 31, 1937), daughter of
Senator James Harlan and Ann Eliza Peck of Mount Pleasant,
Iowa. They had two daughters and one son.

argued "our son is not more dear to us

Gregory Thomas, who portrays Capt. Robert Lincoln attended the University of Pittsburgh,
majoring in History with emphasis on US Military history. Earning Eagle Scout in 2005 it was
during a visit to Gettysburg with his troop that his interest in the civil war developed. Gregory
is a high school history teacher and resides in Pittsburgh, Pa.

